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BETWEEN GOOD AND EVIL,
BETWEEN LIFE AND DEATH -
JUST LIKE THE MASONIC
FLOORTILES - WHITE AND
BLACK. PEACE AND
WAR. LOVE AND
HATE. THAT IS
THE CHOICE
WE  ARE
GIVEN.

STARP
LABO
UN LAUNO,
STARP  DZIVI-
BU UN NAVI - KA
BRIVMURNIEKU GRI-
DAS PLAKSNES - BALTAIS
UN  MELNAIS. MIERS UN
KARS. MILESTIBA UN NAIDS.
TA IR DAVATA IZVELES IESPEJA.

UGIS PRAULINS




Ihe old French knight’s song L'homme

armé (translated from French as ‘armed
man’) is probably the most frequently
quotcd tune in Renaissance masses.
One of the possible prototypes of the
armed man is the Commander of the
Heavenly Armies, Archangel Michael,
who features both in the Old and
New Testaments. In the Middle Ages,
Archangel Michael was an important
symbol of courage and superhuman
strength during the dangers of war and
disease. Also iconographically, Arch-
angel Michael is most often depicted
wearing a coat of mail with a sword
or spear in hand, fighting the fallen
angels led by Satan. The old French
song L'homme armé is a story not only
of physical strength, indicated by ex-
ternal armour, but also a reminder that
it is those guided by the true power of
the spirit that should be truly feared.

The Mass and Interludes Lhomme

armé were written for the five-voice

vocal ensemble Ars Antiqua Riga, ac-
companied by organ, sackbuts (ancient
trombones), and electronic instru-
ments, creating an atmospheric sound-
scape. The opus was born as a result of
creative symbiosis between composer
Ugis Praulin$ and conductor Péteris
Vaickovskis, who initially invited the
composer to write musical comments
(interludes) on Johannes Ockeghem’s
(c. 1414-1497) Mass L'homme armé.
The creative collaboration provided
the opportunity and inspiration to
expand the interludes into a mass.
Praulin$ admits that iz is a challenge
to place the traditional means of expres-
sion and forms of sacred music into the
modern surrounding landscapes. The
Mass and Interludes Lhomme armé
was as a full cycle aired on Euroradio’s
Christmas Day live broadcast, but car-
ries a symbolic foreboding message in
today’s context*. As Praulin reflected
during the premiere in 2020: Lhomme

armé — the love and destruction of those
involved in war - is a difficult ropic.
Even today. When it comes to wars
waged in other countries, in fact, just a
few hours’ flight away, it is our civiliza-
tion’s responsibility. We cannot simply
stop fighting wars with arms in our
hands one fine day.

Stylistically, in this piece, Ugis Praulins
continues to follow his own path -
combining, sometimes also breaking
the boundaries of genre, form, era, and
style. Praulins is an explorer of musi-
cal styles, discovering the common in
the dissimilar: the polyphonic order
of the fifteenth and sixteenth centuries
organically blends with the rebellious

*On the morning of February 24, 2022, on the
orders of Russian President Vladimir Putin, the
Russian Armed Forces launched an invasion of
Ukraine.

free spirit of the 20th-century rock
music. Similarly, the sacred and the
secular do not carry opposite mean-
ings for Praulins: walls and barriers
are demolished, bridges of peace and
love are built through the ages and
various spiritual practices instead. The
Mass and Interludes Lhomme armé
are about each individual struggles,
which often grow into common
struggles for all, with victories
and defeats, moments of
strength and weakness,
yet always with an
endless desire
for peace.

KRISTIANA VAICKOVSKA



[]gis Praulins is one of the most di-

verse Latvian composers, whose range
of interests is seemingly inexhaustible,
covering folk, rock, and pop music
trends, but also well familiar with
academic music styles, of course, feel-
ing equally well both in the art of ear-
lier times as of today. Praulins has not
limited himself to a specific genre: he
has written both chamber music and
symphonies.

Praulin$ has been the chairman of
the Latvian Composers’ Union, has
been active on the board of the A/;-
ance of Popular Music Composer Or-
ganizations in Europe APCOE, the
IMC (International Music Council),
was on the board of the European
Music Council EMC, is a member of
the Recording Academy. He has writ-
ten music for Trinity College Choir,
Vocalforum Graz, I Vocalisti, St. Louis
Chamber Chorus, Sonux Ensemble,

Pro Coro Canada, Sinfbniemz Riga,
City of London Sinfonia and others.
Praulind has also written music for
several feature and animated films.
Prauling’ most important opuses and
recordings include the oratorio Odi
et Amo, the a mppellﬂ mass Missa
Rigensis dedicated to the Riga Cathe-
dral Boys Choir, and The Nightingale
suite for choir and recorder (com-
missioned by the Danish Radio for
the Danish National Vocal Ensemble
under Stephen Layton, nominated
for a Grammy in the Best Contempo-
rary Classical Composition category,
while a recording by, the South Ger-
man Radio Choir (SWR) won the
ECHO Klassik, Germany’s highest
music award). For the composition
Mass and Interludes Lhomme armé,
Praulind received 4 Latvian Grand
Music Award 2020 nomination in the
New Work of the Year.

www.lmic.lv/praulins



he early music ensemble Ars Antigua
Riga has been performing for almost
ten years, faithfully preserving and
cultivating interest in multi-voice and
ensemble singing. The members of Ars
Antiqua Riga are classically trained
singers and conductors - artists from
Latvian professional choirs. The en-
semble’s core repertoire consists of
Western European late medieval and
Renaissance vocal polyphony, as well
as contemporary music referencing
early music. The ensemble’s mission
to bring music to people is also impor-
tant, playing music not only in big cit-
ies but in small towns as well.
One of the ensemble’s most-played
concert programs is Luther and bis
Contemporaries, dedicated to the
500th anniversary of the Reformation.
Mass and Interludes L'homme armé by

Ugis Praulins$ is the ensemble’s debut
album, featuring the following sing-
ers: countertenors Ridolfs Bérting
and Normunds Kirsis, tenor Janis
Kursevs, baritone Vitalijs Stankevi¢s
and bass Péteris Vaickovskis, who
is also the artistic director
of the ensemble and the
project — Mass and In-
terludes Lhomme
armé by Ugis

Praulins.

www.Imic.lv/arsantiquariga




Eeris Vaickovskis holds a master’s
degree from Jazeps Vitols Latvian
Academy of Music majoring in choral

Doulce Mémoire, Paul Hillier, Peter
Phillips and other Renaissance mu-
sic specialists. Péteris Vaickovskis is

conducting under Assoc. Prof. Sig-
vards Klava. He has also studied the
trombone, organ, and harpsichord.
He widened his theoretical and
practical knowledge of carly music
at the Amsterdam University of Arts

the founder and artistic director of
the early music ensemble Ars Anti-
qua Riga, as well as a singer in the
Latvian Radio Choir, while also
performing the duties of
assistant artistic di-

(Conservatorium van Amsterdam) rector in this
under professors Jos Vermunt and choir.
Jos van Veldhoven. He also expanded

his knowledge with Dirk Snelling,
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Organist Janis Pel3e is a graduate of

Jazeps Vitols Latvian Academy of Mu-
sic, having obtained a master’s degree
from the organ class of Assoc. Prof.
Vita Kalnciema. Further knowledge
was gained at the Hamburg Univer-
sity of Music and Theatre with Prof.
Walfgang Zebrer. Janis PelSe is the or-
ganist and leader of musical life at the
Pinki Evangelical Lutheran Church.

He regularly performs as a concert or-

ganist at the Riga Cathedral, Liepdja
Holy Trinity Lutheran Cathedral, and
other churches in Latvia. Pelse is also
a member of the Future Folk Orches-
tra, a musical ensemble playing Af-
rican, Balkan, Chinese, Irish,
French, Melanesian, and
other kinds of ethni-
cally - inspired

music.

www.lmic.lv/jpelse
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enfranéu  bruninicku  dziesma
Lhomme armé (tulkojuma no frantu
valodas ‘brupots virs’), iespéjams, ir
visbiezak citéta melodija renesanses
laikmeta mesas. Viena no versijam par
brunpota vira prototipu ir Debesu ar-
mijas vadonis — ercengelis Mikelis, par
kuru var lasit gan Vecaja Deriba, gan
Jaunaja Deriba. Viduslaikos ercengelis
Mikelis bijis nozimigs drosmes un par-
cilvéciga spéka simbols kara un slimibu
briesmas. Ari ikonografiski ercengelis
Mikelis visbiezak térpies dzelzs brunu-
krekla, ar zobenu vai $képu darbiba, c1-
noties ar satana vaditajiem kritu$ajiem
engeliem. Senfran¢u dziesma Lhomme
arméir stasts ne tikai par fizisko spéeku,
uz ko norada aréjais brunojums, bet at-
gadinajums, ka isti jabistas no tiem, kas
ir patiesa gara speka vaditi.
Mesa un interladijas Lhomme armé
rakstitas  piecbalsigajam  vokalajam
ansamblim Ars Antigua Riga, kam pie-
skanojas érgeles, sakbuti (senie trom-

boni) un elektroniskie instrumenti,
veidojot atmosfériskas skanu gleznas.
Opuss tapis rado$a simbiozé starp
komponistu Ugi Praulinu un dirigentu
Péteri Vaickovski, kur§ sikotnéji kom-
ponistu aicindja uzrakstit muzikalus
komentarus (interlidijas) par Johan-
nesa Okegema (Johannes Ockeghem,
c. 1414-1497) mesu Lhomme armé.
Rado$a sadarbiba sniedza iespéju un
iedvesmu interludijas izvérst lidz mes-
ai: Tas ir izaicindjums — sakrilds mi-
zikas tradiciondlos izteiksmes lidzeklus
un formas ietvert misdienu apkdrteso—
Sajds ainavds, atzist Praulins. Mesa un
interladijas Lhomme armé jau ka pilns
cikls izskanéja Eiroradio Ziemsvétku
dienas tiesraidé, bet $odienas kon-
teksta* nes simbolisku priek$nojautu
vésti: “Lhomme armé” — kard iesaisti-
to milestiba un izniciba ir smaga tema.
Ari Sodien. 17 ir misu civilizacijas at-
bildiba par kariem, kuri norisinds citds
zemés, isteniba — dazu stundu lidoju-

ma attiluma. Més nevaram vienudien
partraukt karu ar ieroliem rokds, ta
Praulins 2020. gada pirmatskapojuma
pardomas.

Stilistiski $aja skandarba Ugis Prauling
turpina iet sev raksturigo celu — apvie-
nojot, ka arl reizém parkapjot Zanra,
formas, laikmeta un stila robezas. Prau-
lin§ ir mazikas stilu pétnieks, atklajot
kopigo dazadaja: tik organiski savieno-
jas piecpadsmita un se$padsmita gad-
simta polifonijas kartiba ar divdesmita
gadsimta rokmuzikas dumpiniecisko
brivibas garu. Praulinpam ari sakrals
un laicigs nav ar pretéju nozimi: tiek
nojaukti mari un starpsienas, to vie-
ta uzbavéti miera un milestibas tilti

* 2022. gada 24. februara rita péc Krievijas
prezidenta Vladimira Putina pavéles Krievijas

Brunotie speki uzsaka iecbrukumu Ukraina.

cauri laikmetiem un dazadim gari-
gajam praksém. Mesa un interladijas
L’homme arméir par katra cilvéka per-
sonigajam cinam, kas nereti izaug par
visu kopigam cinam, — ar uzvaram un
zaud&jumiem, spéka un vajuma
briziem, tomér bezga-
ligu tieksmi péc
miera.

KRISTIANA VAICKOVSKA



[Jgis Praulin$ ir viens no daudzveidi-

gakajiem latvie$u komponistiem, kura
intereSu loks $kietami nav izsmelams,
aptverot folka, roka, popa muzikas
virzienus, protams, parzinot akadg-
miskas mizikas stilus, turklat vienlidz
labi jutoties ka senatné, ta musdienas.
Ari zanriski Praulin$ sevi nav ierobe-
zojis — rakstijis gan kamermaziku, gan
simfonijas.

Praulin$ bijis Latvijas Komponistu
savienibas prick$sédis, darbojies Ei-
ropas popularas muzikas kompo-
nistu organizaciju alianses APCOE
(Alliance of Popular Music Compo-
ser Organizations in Europe) valdg,
starptautiskaja Mazikas padomé IMC
(International Music Council), bijis
Eiropas Muzikas padomes EMC valdg,
ir The Recording Academsy biedrs.
Rakstijis muziku Trinity College Choir,
Vocalforum Graz, I Vocalisti, St. Louis
Chamber Chorus, Sonux Ensemble,

Pro Coro Canada, Sinfonietta Riga,
City of London Sinfonia un citiem.
Tapat Prauling ir vairaku spélfilmu un
animacijas filmu muzikas autors.

Starp nozimigakajiem opusiem un ie-
skanojumiem ir oratorija Odi et Amo,
Rigas Doma zénu korim veltita
a cappella mesa Missa Rigensis un
svita The Nightingale korim un
blokflautai (rakstita péc Danijas Ra-
dio pasatijuma Danijas Nacionalajam
vokalajam ansamblim Stivena Leitona
(Stephen Layton) vadiba, kas sanéma
Grammy nominaciju par labako laik-
metigas miuzikas kompoziciju, savu-
kart Dienvidvacijas (SWR) radio kora
izpildijuma ieguta Vacijas augstaka
miizikas balva ECHO Klassik).

Par skandarbu Mesa un interladijas
L’homme armé sanémis Latvijas Liclas
miuzikas balvas 2020 nominaciju Gada
Jjaundarbs.

www.Imic.lv/praulins




enas muzikas ansamblis Ars Antiqua
Riga darbojas teju desmit gadus, uzti-
cigi saglabajot un kopjot interesi par
vokilo daudzbalsibu un dziedi$anu
ansambli. Ars Antiqua Riga dalibnie-
ki ir akadeémiski izglitoti dziedataji un
dirigenti — Latvijas profesionalo koru
makslinicki. Ansambla pamatreper-
tudru veido Rietumeiropas vélino vi-
dusslaiku un renesanses vokala daudz-
balsiba, ka ari laikmetiga mazika, kas
rakstita ar atsauci uz seno miaziku. Bi-
tiska ir arf ansambla misija muziku vest
pie cilvékiem, muzicgjot ne tikai lielpil-
sétas, bet arl mazpilsétas. Viena no an-
sambla atskapotakajam koncertprog-

rammam ir Luters un laikabiedyi, kas
veltita Reformacijas 500 gadu atcerei.
Uga Praulipa Mesa un interladijas
L’homme armé ir ansambla debijas al-
bums, kura piedalas dziedataji: kontr-
tenori Riidolfs Bérting un Normunds
Kirsis, tenors Janis Kursevs, baritons
Vitalijs Stankevi¢s un bass Péteris
Vaickovskis, kas ir ari ansambla
un projekta — Uga Praulina
Mesa un interladijas
Lhomme armé -
makslinieciskais
vaditajs.

www.Imic.lv/arsantiquariga



Ecris Vaickovskis ieguvis magistra
gradu Jazepa Vitola Latvijas Muzikas
akadémija kora dirigésanas specialitaté
pic asoc. prof. Sigvarda Klavas. Ma-
cijies arl trombona, &rgelu un klave-
sina spéli. Teorétiskas un prakeiskas
zina$anas senaja muzika papildinajis
Amsterdamas Mazikas konservatorija
pie profesoriem Jos Vermunt un Jos
van Veldhoven. ZinaSanas papildinajis
arl pie Dirk Snelling, Doulce Mémoire,

Paul Hillier, Peter Phillips un ci-
tiem renesanses muzikas specialis-
tiem. Péteris Vaickovskis ir senis
mizikas ansambla Ars  Antiqua
Riga dibinatajs un makslinieciskais
vaditajs, ka ari Latvijas Radio kora
dziedatijs, vienlaikus 3aja kori
pildot ari makslinieciska

vaditija
pienakumus.

asistenta

www.Imic.lv/pvaickovskis



rgelnicks Janis PelSe ir absolvéjis Ja-
zepa Vitola Latvijas Muzikas akadémi-
ju, iegiistot magistra gradu asoc. prof.
Vitas Kalnciemas érgelklasé. Zinasanas
papildinatas Hamburgas Muzikas un
teatra augstskola pic prof. Wolfgang
Zerer. Janis Pel$e ir Pinku evangélis-
ki luteriskas draudzes érgelnicks un
muzikilas dzives vaditdjs. Regulari
ki koncertérgelnieks uzstijas Rigas

Doma, Liepajas Svétas Trisvienibas
katedralé un citas Latvijas baznicas.
PelSe darbojas ari radosaja apvieniba
Nepieradinata folka orkestris (Future
Folk Orchestra), atskanojot afri-
kanu, balkanie$u, kiniesu,
iru, fran¢u, mela-
nézieSu u. c.
muziku.

www.lmic.lv/jpelse
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L’HOMME ARME

L’homme armé doibt on doubter.

The armed man should be feared.
Everywhere it has been proclaimed
That each man shall arm himself
With a coat of iron mail.

The armed man should be feared.

Lord, have mercy!
Christ, have mercy!
Lord, have mercy!

On a fait partout crier
Que chascun se viegne armer

D’un haubregon de fer.

L’homme armé doibt on doubter.

KYRIE
Kyrie eleison!
Christe eleison!
Kyrie eleison!

Vajag bities no brunota vira.
Visas malas to skandina,
Ka ik viram ir jaapbrunojas,
[etérpjoties brunukrekla no dzelzs.
Vajag bities no brunota vira.

Kungs, apzélojies!
Kristu, apzélojies!
Kungs, apzélojies!

VIRTUS NOSTRA

O Lord, our strength and our salva-
tion in eternity, have mercy,
Consoler of suppliant spirits below,
we beseech thee, have mercy.

Go and sin no more.

Glory be to God in the highest!

Virtus nostra domine atque salus
nostra in eternum eleison,
Consolator spiritus supplices ymas
te exoramus eleison.

ABSOLUTION

Vade et amplius iam noli peccare.

GLORIA

Gloria in excelsis Deo!

Kungs, maisu mazigs spéks un
Pestitajs, apzélojies,
Zemes ludzéju garu mierinatajs,
més Tev ladzam, apzélojies.

Ej un negréko vairs.

Gods Dievam augstiba!

HOS

Today is Christ born.
Hosanna in the highest!
O be joyful in the Lord, all
ye lands! Serve the Lord with
gladness!

Grace to you and peace!
Grace, mercy, and peace!

That day will be a day of wrath a
day of distress and anguish,
aday of trouble and ruin,

a day of darkness and gloom,

a day of clouds and blackness,
a day of trumpet and battle cry
against the fortified cities
and against the corner towers.

ANNA

Hodie Christus natus est.
Hosanna in excelsis!

Jubilate Deo, omnis terra!

Servite Domino in letitia!

PAX

Gratia vobis et pax!
Gratia, misericordia et pax!

DIES TRAE

Dies irae, dies illa,

dies tribulationis et angustiae, dies
calamitatis et miseriae, dies tene-
brarum et caliginis, dies nebulae

et turbinis,
dies tubae et clangoris super
civitates munitas et super angulos
excelsos.

IN EXCELSIS

Sodien ir dzimis Kristus.
Ozianna augstiba!
Gavilgjiet Dievam, visa pasaule!
Kalpojiet Tam Kungam liksmiba!

Zélastiba jums un miers!
Zélastiba, apzélo$ana un miers!

Jo si diena ir niknuma diena, ta
ir skumju un bailu diena, negaisa
un vétras diena, tumsas un nakes
melnuma diena, makonu un
miglas diena,
diena, kad atskanés pret nocieti-
natam pilsétam un pret augstiem
cietok$nu torpiem kaujas saucieni
un tauru skanas.



I am the light of the world. No fol-
lower of mine shall wander in the
dark; he shall have the light of life.

Glory to the Father, and to the
Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it
was in the beginning, is now, and

ever shall be, world without
end. Amen.
The heavens declare the glory of
God and the work of
his handywork.

BEATI

Blessed are the poor, for yours is
the Kingdom of God.

Be merciful, love your enemies.
Do not judge, and you will not be
judged. Do not condemn, and you

will not be condemned. Forgive,

and you will be forgiven.

LUX MUNDI

Ego sum lux mundi;
qui sequitur me
non ambulabit in tenebris,
sed habebit lumen vitae.
Gloria Patri, et Filio, et Spiritui
Sancto: sicut erat in principio,
et nunc, et semper: et in Saccula
saeculorum. Amen.
Caeli enarrant gloriam Dei:
€t opera manuum eius annuntiat
firmamentum.

Beati pauperes quia vestrum est
regnum Dei.
Estote ergo misericordes, ligite
inicimos vestros.

Nolite iudicare, et non iudica-
bimini nolite condemnare et non
condemnabimini. Dimittite et
dimittemini.

Pater sanctificetur nomen tuum
adveniat regnum tuum.

Es esmu pasaules gaisma;
kas man seko,
tas nestaiga tumsd, bet iegiis
dzivibas gaismu.
Slava Tévam, Délam un Svétajam
Garam: ta bija sakuma
un tagad, un vienmér
un mizigi mazam. Amen.
Debesis daudzina Dieva godu,
un izplatijums izteic
Vina roku darbu.

PAUPERES

Svétigi jus nabagi, jo jums pieder
Dieva valstiba.

Tapéc esiet zéligi, miliet savus
ienaidniekus. Netiesajiet, tad jis
netapsit tiesati; nepazudiniet, tad
jiis netapsit pazudinati; piedodiet,

tad jums taps piedots.

PATER SANCTIFICETUR

Panem nostrum cotidianum da

nobis cotidie.

Et dimitte nobis peccata nostra
siquidem et ipsi dimittimus omni
debenti nobis et ne nos inducas in

temptationem.
Veniet pax vestra!

Father, hallowed be your name,
your Kingdom come.
Give us each day our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins, or we also for-
give everyone who sins against us.
And lead us not into temptation.
Peace will come!

AUDITE ME

Listen to me! Audite me!
The Lord be with you, and with Dominus vobiscum, quia fuistis
cum tuo.

your spirit.
AGNUS DEI

Agnus Dei, qui tollis peccata
mundi, miserere nobis.
Lux @terna luceat eis.
Pax huic domui.

Pax vestra revertetur ad vos.
Pax vobis. Pax tecum.
Gratia vobis et pax.
Gratia misericordia et pax.

Lamb of God, who takes away
the sins of the world, have mercy
upon us.

Let perpetual light shine on them.
Peace to this house.

Your peace will return to you.
Peace to you. God bless you.
Grace to you and peace.

Grace, mercy, and peace.

ITE IN PACE

Ite in pace amandum ad laudan-

Go in peace to love and serve the
dum Deum et serviendum ei.

Lord response.

Miasu Tévs, svétits lai top Tavs
vards. Lai nik Tava valstiba.
Masu dienisko maizi dod
mums Sodien.

Un piedod mums misu paradus,
ka ari més piedodam saviem
paradnickiem.

Un neieved miis kirdinasana,
Lai nak miers!

Uzklausiet mani!
Tas Kungs ar jums! Un ar Tavu
garu!

Dieva Jérs, Tu, kas nes pasaules
grékus, apzélojies par mums.
Lai spid vipiem muZiga gaisma.
Miers $im namam!

Jisu miers atgriezisies pie jums
atpakal.

Miers ar jums. Miers ar tevi.
zelastiba jums un miers.
Zélastiba, apzélofana un miers!

Ej ar mieru, lai milétu un kalpotu

Tam Kungam atbilde.



